
The Future   
A Solid Foundation for Behavioral Health 

What does it mean to suffer from chronic mental illness or addiction? What is it like to 
be homeless; to be traumatized by war; to be in the grips of an addiction; to be a survivor 
of unthinkable abuse and neglect? At Larimer Center for Mental Health, we travel into 
these dark places with our consumers—hoping that together we can gently walk back 
towards the light. 
 
Larimer Center of Mental Health offers some of the most promising recovery programs 
available for mental illness and substance abuse, and we work hard to ensure that every 
member of our community, regardless of his or her ability to pay, has  
full access to the care they need and deserve. 

Join us as we bring treatment and recovery to those in our com-
munity who suffer from mental illness ~ today and long into  
the future. You can help build a Solid Foundation for  
Behavioral Health. 

 
For more information contact Emily Dawson Petersen at (970) 494-4226 or emily.petersen@larimercenter.org 



The Opportunity  
The Larimer Center for Mental Health Endowment Fund  

Larimer Center for Mental Health has established the LCMH Endowment Fund to en-
sure that mental health and addictions services are available and accessible to all in 
Larimer County who need them, regardless of ability to pay.  
 

An endowment fund is the investment of a significant sum of money, the earnings of 
which help sustain the operations of an organization. Endowment funds complement 
annual gifts, which are used to maintain the daily operations of an institution. However, 
unlike an annual gift that is spent fully and directly on operational expenses, gifts to our 
Endowment benefit Larimer Center for Mental Health forever. 

 

Earnings from the LCMH Endowment Fund will 
create A Solid Foundation for Behavioral Health by: 
1.  Caring for the indigent – those in our community with the fewest resources 
and least ability to pay for high-quality behavioral health care; 
2.  Educating our community about the signs of mental illness and substance 
abuse, reducing stigma, and informing the public about the treatments  
provided at Larimer Center for Mental Health; 
3.   Growing capacity for the Center so that no one is ever turned  
away or put on a waiting list. 

 
 

 
Did you know?  

 
· Colorado has the 6th 

highest suicide rate 
in the nation.  

· In Larimer County, 
someone loses their 
life to suicide once 
every 9 days. 

 
For more information contact Emily Dawson Petersen at (970) 494-4226 or emily.petersen@larimercenter.org 



The Challenge 
Meeting Tomorrow’s Need Today  

The Community Foundation of Northern Colorado 
The Community Foundation of Northern Colorado is a nonprofit, 
public charity established in 1975 by local community leaders to 
serve our region. The Foundation is a collection of many different 
charitable funds, each separately accounted for, and each with its 
own design and purpose.  
 

Donors may work with the CFNC to determine the best financial ve-
hicle to meet their philanthropic goals. Contact Emily  
Dawson Petersen or call the Community Foundation  
directly to set up an appointment. 
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The Community Foundation of Northern Colorado (CFNC) has challenged LCMH to raise $140,000 for its Endow-
ment Fund. For every $2 raised, the CFNC will match $1. Therefore, if LCMH raises $140,000, the CFNC match of 
$70,000 will mean a total of $210,000 will go to the Endowment Fund. The match must be met by June 30, 2009. 
 

 
The following gifts to the  

Endowment Fund will qualify for 
the match:  

 
· Outright gifts of cash or stock 
· Pledges completed within five 

years (cash) 
· Charitable Gift Annuities 
· Charitable Remainder Trusts 
· Charitable Lead Trusts 
· Life Insurance 
· Bequests 

 
For more information contact Emily Dawson Petersen at (970) 494-4226 or emily.petersen@larimercenter.org 



The Vision 
A Community Committed to Behavioral Health 

You can help build a Solid Foundation for Behavioral Health! 
 
While mental illness and addiction touch nearly every member of our 
society in one way or another, stigma and shame still surround them. 
At Larimer Center for Mental Health, we consider it our responsibility 
to combat the many misconceptions that surround mental and addic-
tive disorders. Though mental disorders are the leading cause of dis-
ability in this country, they are also one of the most highly treatable 
disorders. With proper treatment, as many as 90% of those with a 
mental illness can recover enough to live enjoyable and productive 
lives. 
 
Consider making a gift to the LCMH Endowment Fund. Your gift 
now means that you are leading the way to ensure a Solid Foundation 
for Behavioral Health—offering the promise of treatment now and 
for generations to come.  

Endowment Fund Campaign 
Committee 

 
Cheryl Olson, Chairperson 
 
Bill Frame 
Harry Murphy 
Stacy Unger 
Bob Wilson 
 
Ray Caraway, Consulting 
 

 

LCMH Board of Directors 
 
Linda Gabel, Chairperson  
Sue Taigman, Vice-Chairperson 
Sherman Harrison, Treasurer 
Joni Friedman, Secretary 
Michele Brinegar 
Janie Caradec 
Michael Daine 
Charles Davidshofer 
Bill Frame 
Paul Lugo 
Dan Robinson 
Sharyn Salmen 

The Leadership 
 

Did you know?  
 

· 1 in 4 adults will suffer from a 
mental illness at some point in 
their lives.  

· In the U.S., on average, it 
takes nearly 10 years from the 
onset of symptoms of a men-
tal disorder until treatment is 
accessed.  

 
For more information contact Emily Dawson Petersen at (970) 494-4226 or emily.petersen@larimercenter.org 



The Namaqua Children’s Fund 
A Special Way to Give 

Did you know that LCMH served more than 1500 children under 18 in 2008? Donors who wish to support 
child care treatment programs (specifically Namaqua Center) through LCMH may donate to a sub-fund within 
the LCMH Endowment Fund called the Namaqua Children’s Fund. Gifts made to the Namaqua Children’s 
Fund  will qualify for the Colorado FY 35 Child Care Income Tax Credit.  
 
The chart below shows how contributions made to the Namaqua Children’s Fund can benefit generations of 
children at Namaqua Center – at a fraction of cost to the donor.  

With the $1 match for every $2 donated to the Endow-
ment, an opportunity  to donate  to the Namaqua Chil-
dren’s Fund is an even better deal!   
 
If you are in the 35% tax bracket and make a $1,000 do-

nation, you can make a $1500 investment 
in children for an out-of-pocket cost of 
just $103! 
 

 

YOUR INDIVIDUAL  TAX 
BRACKET  10% 15% 25% 28% 33% 35% 

Gift $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 

Less: Federal Tax Savings $100 $150 $250 $280 $330 $350 

Less: State of Colorado Tax 
Savings (4.7%) $47 $47 $47 $47 $47 $47 

Less: State of Colorado FYI 
35 Child Care Tax Credit $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 

Total Tax Savings $647 $697 $797 $827 $877 $897 

NET COST OF YOUR GIFT  $353 $303 $203 $173 $123 $103 

 
Namaqua Center 

 
The Namaqua Center provides quality treat-
ment services to severely emotionally dis-
turbed children ages three through twelve 
and their families through a full spectrum of 
services. These services include residential 
treatment, day treatment, special education 
services, outpatient services and coordi-
nated primary health, oral health and vision 
care. Its mental health treatment services 
include evidence-based and cutting-edge 
therapies. Namaqua Center has operated 
for more than 30 years, and merged into the 
LCMH family of programs in August 2007. 

 
For more information contact Emily Dawson Petersen at (970) 494-4226 or emily.petersen@larimercenter.org 


